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TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT. 


• ^J> 9 

• 

J.  H. 

Root  in  account  with  the  Town 

of  Montague. 

Dr. 

To  cash 

on  hand  Feb.  20,  1871, 

$671  43 

it 

received  on  corporation  taxes, 

186  37 

u 

"      for  State  aid, 

700  00 

u 

"       for  Bank  tax, 

748  54 

11 

"      for  State  paupers, 

37  44 

11 

"      for  rent  of  town  house, 

58  50 

44 

"      for  tuition  in  high  school, 

15  00 

u 

"      from  State  school  fund, 

186  24 

a 

"      from  Falls  ferry, 

20  00 

«i 

"      from  dog  fund  for  187C 

&  1871, 

325  57 

44 

borrowed  of  Greenfield  Savings 

Bank, 

6,000  00 

44 

of  Mrs.  L.  G.  Bardwell, 

1,200  00 

44 

"            of  R.  N.  Oakman, 

800  00 

Amount 

of  taxes  for  current  year, 

22,526  15 

33,475  24 

Cr. 

By  paid 

State  tax, 

1750  00 

44 

County  tax, 

1395  00 

44 

for  schooling, 

12,736  64 

44 

for  highways, 

4,952  82 

44 

for  poor, 

1,255  59 

By  paid  for  State  aid,  468  00 

"      for  town  officers,  783  00 

"      for  interest,  1,112  90 

"      for  miscellaneous,  1,050  25 

"      towards  Turners  Falls  bridge,  6,153  51 

By  cash  on  hand  Feb.  21,  1872,  1,817  53 


33,475  24 


J.  H.  ROOT,  Treasurer. 


SELECTMEN'S  ACCOUNT. 


SCHOOLING. 


High  School,  wages,  $ 689  67 

fuel,  26  78 

furniture  and  repairs,  375  41 

Centre,  wages, 
fuel, 
repairs, 


408 

00 

22 

50 

62 

08 

156 

00 

18 

00 

2 

75 

South,  wages, 
fuel, 
repairs, 

West,  wages,  186  00 

fuel,  27  00 

repairs,  146  79 

board  bill  of  1870,  36  00 

North-West,  wages, 
fuel, 
repairs, 

City,  wages, 
fuel, 
repairs, 


$1,041  86 


492  58 


176  75 


168 

00 

15 

00 

3 

50 

431 

00 

46 

69 

10  43 

395  79 


186  50 


488  12 


Turners  Falls,  wages, 
fuel, 
repairs, 

Millers  Falls,  wages, 
fuel, 
rent, 

Dry  Hill,  wages, 
fuel, 
repairs, 

Chestnut  Hill,  wages, 
fuel, 
repairs, 

Lafayette,  wages, 
fuel, 

Federal  Street,  wages, 
fuel, 
repairs, 


Total  for  schooling,  ,  4,748  67 

NEW  SCHOOL  HOUSES. 
City,  school  house,  5,000  00 

furniture,  587  97 


348  00 

31  50 

21  35 

400 

85 

351  00 

12  74 

75  00 

438 

73 

177  00 

24  06 

162  75 

363 

81 

129  00 

13  75 

59  12 

201 

87 

120  00 

5  00 

125 

00 

255  00 

13  35 

204  45 

472 

80 

5,587  97 
Millers  Falls,  house  and  furniture,  2,400  00 


Total  for  educational  purposes,  12,736  64 

CONTRACTED. 

For  Millers  Falls  house,  when  done,  100  00 

Dry  Hill  and  Federal  St.     "  110  00 

210  00 


HIGHWAYS. 
City,  Amos  Adams  surveyor, 
North-West,  H.  S.  Sawyer  surveyor, 
Millers  River,  William  French 
Millers  Falls,  A.  W.  Grout 
Dry  Hill,  east,  A.  B.  Anderson 

"  "  west,  E.  E.  Scott, 
Chestnut  Hill,  J.  R.  "Waters 
Federal  Street,  J.  F.  Payne, 
Center,  South,  West  and  Lafayette,  R.  Brown  surv., 

Total  for  repairing  highways, 

TURNERS  FALLS  STREETS. 
Grading  2nd,  3rd,  4th  and  L  streets, 
"      High  street, 
«      Hill 
"      G 
Widening  7th        " 

Total  expenses  on  highways, 

TOWW  ©FE1€EIS!§. 
J.  H.  Root,  clerk  and  treasurer, 
R.  N.  Oakman,  selectman,  assessor  and  overseer, 
J.  H.  Root, 
Amos  Adams,  "  "  " 

Collector  and  Constable, 
David  Cronyn,  school  committee, 
Daniel  Wilder,      " 
Seymour  Rockwell,  " 


MISCELLANEOUS    EXPENSES. 

Drivino-  hearse  and  toling  bell, 
Rice's  ferry  i 


$635  19 

173 

51 

33 

00 

197 

95 

88 

30 

70 

00 

126 

91 

143 

65 

1,023 

19 

2,491  70 


1,870  57 

105 

00 

37 

60 

40 

35 

407 

60 

4,952  82 


80 

00 

150 

00 

150 

00 

150 

00 

163 

00 

30 

00 

30 

00 

30 

00 

783  00 

50  00 
25  37 


Falls  Ferry, 

13  27 

Hunt  case, 

391  85 

Repairing  town  house 

154  95 

Geo.  P.  Holden,  military  bounty, 

125  00 

Printing  and  advertising, 

38  00 

Recording  births,  deaths  and  marriages, 

35  75 

Library, 

3  75 

Fish  pond. 

19  32 

Small  pox, 

148  20 

Books  and  blanks,  express  and  postage, 

44  79 

TURNERS  FALES  BRIBOE. 

Paid  Day  and  Park, 

Charles  Macdonald, 

L.  G.  Barton, 

interest,  Jan.  1,  on  bridge  debt, 


INTEREST  ON  TOWN  DEBT. 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Bardwell, 

"     E.  V.  Ward, 
Elijah  Bardwell, 
J.  H.  Root, 
R.  N.  Oakman, 
Thaxter  Shaw, 
E.  L.  Delano, 

Franklin  Savings  Institution, 
Interest  on  temporary  loans, 


1050  25 


2475  46 

3500 

00 

137 

26 

40 

79 

6153  51 


14  00 

92  75 

87 

60 

35 

00 

49 

00 

43 

80 

115 

95 

621 

54 

53 

26 

1112 

90 

9 

STATE  AID. 

Paid  for  State  aid  from  March  1,  1871,  to 

March  1,  1872,  468  00 

SUPPORT  ©F  P©©2£. 

Paid  for  H.  B.  Gunn,  215  93 

"       O.  B.  Stowell,  76  27 

"       Alexander  Lanouic,  207  40 

"        George  H.  Stevens,  128  22 

"        Loveland  children,  64  50 

"        medical  attendance,  161  90 

"        funeral  expenses,  56  00 

"        all  others,  168  62 

"        town  farm  above  receipts.  176  75 


1255  59 

LIABILITIES  ©F  THE 

TOWI. 

E.  L.  Delano, 

1075  00 

Elijah  Bard  well, 
Thaxter  Shaw, 

1200  00 
600  00 

J.  H.  Eoot, 

500  00 

B.  N.  Oakman, 

2000  00 

Mrs.  E.  V.  Ward, 

1325  00 

"      L.  G.  Bardwell, 

1400  00 

Franklin  Savings  Institution, 

8900  00 

Greenfield  Savings  Bank 

6000  00 

23000  00 

A§§ET§. 

Due  from  State  for  State  aid, 

572 

00 

"         "         "             "     paupers, 
Cash  in  treasury, 

359 
1817 

00 
53 

2748  53 
20251  47 

Town  debt  March  1,  1872, 

"      1,  1871, 

13407  47 

Increase  of  debt  for  the  year,  6844  00 


10 


ESTIMATE©  NECESSARY  APPROPRIATIONS,  1§72. 


State  and  county  tax, 

3000  00 

Schoolin 

lg> 

4000  00 

Interest, 

1 

1500  00 

Support  of  poor, 

1000  00 

Building  and  repairing  school  houses, 

4000  00 

u 

"         highways, 

6000  00 

Conting 

encies, 

1500  00 

21000  00 

T©WN  FARM. 

Received  cash  for  one  horse, 

50  00 

(4 

beef, 

195  37 

tc 

"           pigs, 

29  50 

t( 

"          lumber, 

10  75 

U 

"           walnuts, 

2  50 

(( 

"           calf  skin, 

2  75 

a 

"          butter  and  eggs, 

29  94 

a 

"           pasturing, 

15  00 

it 

from  C.  B.  Stowell  for  hi 

s  sister,        100  00 

u 

"           State  paupers, 

37  44 

a 

"           town  treasury, 

• 

1255  59 

$1,728  84 

Paid  for 

one  cow, 

50 

00 

a 

blacksmith's  bills, 

10 

85 

u 

meat, 

6 

87 

a 

labor, 

101 

53 

a 

furniture, 

22 

53 

(« 

farming  tools, 

6 

10 

« 

clothing, 

15 

40 

it 

insurance, 

16 

00 

a 

groceries,  provisions,  and  hay, 

220 

72 

a 

Enos  Cooledge, 

200 

00 

(( 

paupers  out  of  almshouse, 

1078 

84 

.,     m  798   ft/L 
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INVENTORY  OF  TOWN  FARM   PROPERTY, 
February  21,  1872. 


Real  estate, 

Live  stock,  2  oxen, 

"         6  cows, 

"         3  young  cattle, 

"         6  swine, 

"         32  hens, 


House  furniture, 
Farming  tools, 

Inventory  Feb.  21,  1872, 
March  1,  1871, 

Loss, 

Paid  from  treasury, 

"    interest  on  Farm  debt, 
"    taxes  on  Farm  property. 


Due  from  State, 


$4,200  00 


130  00 

175  00 

65  00 

50  00 

10  00 


Produce  and 

provisions,  hay, 

150  00 

a 

"  straw  and  corn  fodder, 

20  00 

ti 

"  20  bushels  rye, 

18  00 

a 

"  100  bushels  corn, 

80  00 

(C 

"  10  bushels  oats, 

5  00 

it 

"60  bushels  potatoes, 

30  00 

a 

"  pork,  hams  and  lard, 

75  00 

u 

"  lumber, 

15  00 

$430  00 


393  00 

250  00 
300  00 

5,576  00 
5,817  00 

241  00 

1,255  59 
363  00 

43  81 

1,904  00 
359  00 


Total  cost  of  support  of  poor, 


1,545  00 
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Paid  for  poor  out  of  Almshouse,  1,078  84 

Received  from  S  to  well,  100  00 

"  "    State  37  44 

Due  "      "  359  00 

496  44 

582  40 


Cost  on  account  of  Town  Farm,  962  60 


R  N.  OAKMAN,  )  Selectmen   and 
J.  H.  ROOT,  >      Overseers  of 


AMOS  ADAMS,   )  Poor. 


ARTICLES 

TO  BE  ACTED  UPON  AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETING,  1872. 

1st — To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  Meeting. 

2nd — To  choose  a  Town  Clerk. 

3rd — To  hear  the  reports  of  the  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Com- 
mittee on  a  Fire  Department,  and  others,  and  act  thereon. 

4th — To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

5th — To  determine  the  manner  of  building  and  repairing  highways, 
townways  and  bridges,  the  ensuing  year. 

6th — To  act  anything  relating  to  the  building  new  school  houses  the 
ensuing  year,  and  choose  any  committees,  raise  any  moneys,  and 
pass  any  votes  relating  thereto. 

7th — To  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  town 
debt  and  expenses  for  the  year  ensuing  and  make  appropriations 
of  the  same. 

8th — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  of  the  location  of  certain  streets 
at  Turners  Falls  as  made  and  reported  by  the  Selectmen  and  dedi- 
cate the  same  as  highways. 

9th — To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  the  list  of  Jurors  as  proposed  by 
the  Selectmen. 


EPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF  MONTAGUE, 

For  the  year  ending  March,  1872. 


To  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Montague : 

The  schools  of  our  town  have  had,  during  the  past  year,  per- 
haps an  average  success.  They  have  not  been  all  the  committee  de- 
sired to  make  them,  much  less  all  that  the  new  educational  spirit  of 
the  town  will  yet  make  them.  We  have  entered  upon  a  new  mate- 
rial and  educational  career.  Just  now  we  are  in  a  transitional  state. 
This  is  especially  the  case  with  our  schools.  The  great  increase  in 
the  number  of  scholars  and  schools,  and  the  establishment  of  a  high- 
school,  have  made  the  labors  of  the  committee  more  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible than  ever  before,  and  may  be  some  excuse  for  any  defect  in 
our  work.  We  have  done  what  the  situation  allowed,  and  call  your 
attention  to  the  following  points  : 

1.  New,  tasteful  and  commodious  school  houses  have  been  built 
during  the  year  at  Montague  City  and  Millers  Falls.  Very  thorough 
changes  and  repairs  have  been  made  in  the  houses  in  Federal  Street 
and  Dry  Hill  districts.  Owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  Turners  Falls, 
a  new  house  will  be  required  there  immediately.  Your  committee 
would  suggest  that  the  work  of  superintending  the  construction  and 
repairs  ought  not  to  be  placed  on  the  school  committee.  They  have 
their  own  official  duties,  and  should  not  be  burdened  with  others,  and 
cannot  be  without  doing  injustice  to  both. 
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2.  So  far  as  advisable  and  practicable,  adjoining  districts  with 
small  schools  should  be  consolidated.  This  "will  be  economy  to  the 
town  and  a  great  gain  to  the  scholars.  Small  schools  of  eight  or  ten 
scholars  are  almost  necessarily  lifeless.  Even  for  good  pay  the  best 
teachers  cannot  be  induced  to  take  them.  Of  two  schools,  one  of  ten 
scholars  and  the  other  of  twenty-five,  with  the  same  pay,  the  excel- 
lent teacher  will  take  the  larger.  As  a  rule,  the  best  teachers  will 
not  take  a  small  school  while  it  is  possible  to  get  a  large  one,  for  the 
same  money.  Now,  take  two  schools  of  ten  scholars  each,  unite  them 
and  put  the  six  or  seven  dollars  of  two  weak  teachers  into  the  ten 
dollars  of  one  good  teacher,  and  the  advantage  is  plain.  Again,  oth- 
er things  being  equal,  a  school  of  twenty  scholars  will  make  far  great- 
er proficiency  than  one  of  only  ten.  Numbers  create  competition  and 
enthusiasm.  For  such  reasons  your  committee  would  advise  the  un- 
ion of  the  La  Fayette  and  South  districts.  Each  is  weak  in  numbers 
and  lifeless  in  spirit.  One  house  for  both  will  accommodate  their 
prospective  growth  for  years  to  come,  if  not  always.  In  any 
event,  some  provision  must  be  made  for  the  South  district,  It  needs 
and  deserves  better  accommodations.  There  has  been  some  talk  of 
making  the  contemplated  new  school  building  at  the  Center  available 
to  it.  If  this  arrangement  is  not  affected,  then  we  would  recommend 
the  construction  of  a  new  house  to  accommodate  both  La  Fayette  and 
South  districts. 

3.  We  must  enter  a  protest  against  the  use  of  the  present  Center 
school  building  any  longer  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  The  health 
of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  or  fifty  scholars  who  annually  at- 
tend there  cannot  be  promoted  by  the  uncleanliness  of  the  building. 
The  wood-house  is  inside  the  building,  and  the  out-houses  closely  ad- 
joining, The  atmosphere  of  the  school  rooms  must  be  constantly 
vitiated.  The  building  is  close  upon  the  main  thoroughfare,  with 
but  the  merest  pittance  of  play  ground.  The  neighboring  churches 
and  grounds  are  cpnstantly  suffering  damage  from  trespasses,  which 
can  hardly  be  avoided  while  so  many  scholars  are  restricted  to  so  few 
feet  of  ground.  The  building  is  old,  ill  ventilated,  and  unfit  for 
school  purposes.  There  should  be  a  new,  clean  house,  with  better 
accommodations,  with  plenty  of  play  ground  around  it,  and  away  from 
main  street. 

4.  There  is  a  pressing  and  growing  need  of  more  public  schooling 
in  our  town.    The  present  amount  is  six  months ;  we  need  nine.    Or, 
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instead  of  two  terms  of  twelve  weeks  each,  there  might  be  three  of 
ten  weeks  each.  But  nine  months,  or  thirty-six  weeks  schooling,  is 
the  amount  commonly  given  in  the  towns  through  the  State.  The 
present  amount  does  not  meet  the  wants  of  our  children,  especially 
since  the  number  of  scholars  in  town  is  fast  increasing.  The  present 
six  months  of  schooling  must  be,  in  a  measure,  neutralized  by  six 
months  of  idleness.  Then  it  is  desirable  that  the  studies  of  our 
schools  should  be  systematized  so  as  to  lead  naturally  and  efficiently 
into  the  high-school  course.  But  nine  months  schooling  in  the  one 
and  only  six  in  the  other  do  not  fit  each  other.  The  quality  of  our 
teachers,  too,  is  unfavorably  influenced  by  the  present  limited  amount 
of  schooling,  since  the  best  teachers  prefer  to  go  where  thep  can  se- 
cure the  longer  time  of  employment.  The  cost  of  an  additional  term 
would  not  be  much  above  one  thousand  dollars. 

5.  Agreeably  to  the  appropriation  of  the  town,  a  high-school  has 
been  established  at  the  Center.  The  opening  year  has,  of  course, 
been  one  of  preparation  and  experiment.  All  the  machinery  has  not 
yet  been  fully  adjusted.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  results,  thus  far? 
abundantly  confirm  the  wisdom  of  the  step.  The  attendance  has 
been  large,  reaching  fifty  scholars  during  the  term  just  closed,  and 
requiring  the  services  of  an  assistant.  Scholars  who  have  heretofore 
gone  out  of  town,  have  this  year  remained  at  home.  Some  few  have 
come  in  from  abroad.  An  increased  life  has  been  infused  into  the 
lower  schools,  since  it  is  naturally  the  ambition  of  every  young  schol- 
ar to  prepare  for  entering  the  high-school.  We  would  suggest  to  pa- 
rents and  teachers  the  wisdom  of  discouraging  any  undue  haste  to 
enter  the  high-school.  The  efficiency  of  the  school  as  also  the  schol- 
arship of  the  pupils  must  be  greatly  impaired  by  lowering  the  standard 
of  qualification.  The  committee  wishing  to  adopt  a  course  of  syste- 
matic study  in  this  school,  have  taken  steps  to  that  end.  This  cannot 
be  perfected  at  once.  The  design  is  to  have  a  three  years  course 
such  as  will  fit  any  graduate  with  all  the  qualifications  ordinarily  at- 
tained in  high-schools.  We  must  make  favorable  mention  of  the 
work  of  Miss  J.  M.  Rowley,  under  whose  care  the  school  has  given 
unanimous  satisfaction  to  both  pupils  and  parents. 

6.  The  quality  of  teaching  in  many  of  the  schools  in  our  town  is 
yet  far  from  what  it  ought  to  be.  Under  the  increased  appropriations 
of  the  town  it  is  improving.  There  is  too  much  machine  teaching. 
Teachers  lack  a  knowledge  and  application  of  first  principles.     They 
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have  too  little  reflection  of  their  own,  and  too  much  lifeless  imitation, 
going  through  the  form  while  destitute  of  the  spirit  of  teaching. 
But,  largely,  this  is  the  misfortune  and  not  the  fault  of  individuals. 
The  born  teachers  have  not  yet  all  found  their  place  and  the  born 
not-teachers  have  not  yet  all  found  their  place.  The  brain  which  is 
quick  and  fertile  in  invention  of  ways  and  means  for  successfully 
reaching  the  slumbering  perceptions  of  the  young,  for  teaching  them 
so  that  they  know  that  they  know,  this  is  a  thing  of  birth  and  not  of 
manufacture.  Especially  the  sphere  of  women  is  so  restricted  that 
many  a  woman  takes  to  teaching  as  a  means  of  livelihood, without  any 
genius  for  it.  Well-meaning  girls  may  be  good  girls  but  they  are 
not  necessarily  good  teachers.  Some  of  our  teachers  take  too  little 
pains  to  keep  themselves  informed  as  to  the  latest  and  best  teaching 
methods.  Every  teacher  ought  to  take  some  teacher's  periodical  and 
keep  themselves  posted  on  the  thought  and  experience  of  the  best 
educators  of  the  age.  There  ought  to  be  an  organization  of  the 
teachers  of  the  Town  of  Montague,  and  of  the  County  of  Franklin 
as  well,  for  the  sake  of  comparing  and  discussing  ideas,  methods 
and  experiences.  We  have  hoped  to  organize  something  of  this 
kind  during  the  year  just  closed,  and  have  held  one  meeting  for  that 
purpose. 

7.  The  custom  of  parents  in  sending  their  girls  to  school  all  the 
year  round  and  their  boys  only  three  months  is  as  unjust  and 
harmful  as  it  is  common.  The  need  of  a  boy's  help  at  home  is  often 
great,  but  if  parents  realized  that  a  boy  is  robbed  of  half  his  value 
to  himself,  to  them  and  to  the  world  by  this  enforced  absence  from 
school,  they  would,  more  frequently  than  now,  contrive  some  way  of 
sparing  him  at  least  six  instead  of  three  months  of  the  year. 

8.  Parents  have  been  lectured  so  much  and  so  vainly  about  their 
gross  neglect  to  visit  their  own  schools,  that  no  words  of  ours  can 
reach  them.  Moral  suasion  is  useless.  The  only  hope  seems  to  lie 
in  a  legal  provision  requiring  the  sheriff  to  take  them  each  to  their 
own  local  school  at  least  three  times  a  term. 

DAVID  CRONYN,  ) 

DANIEL  WILDER,  I  School  Committee. 

SEYMOUR  ROCKWELL,  ) 


